
STATE OF WISCONSIN VILLAGE OF SUMMIT WAUKESHA COUNTY 

ORDINANCE NO. 80 - 2020 

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL ARTICLE VII OF CHAPTER 111 OF THE 
VILLAGE OF SUMMIT VILLAGE CODE CONCERNING SIGNAGE 

REGULATIONS AND TO CREATE CHAPTER 23 OF THE VILLAGE OF 
SUMMIT VILLAGE CODE CONCERNING SIGNS 

WHEREAS, due to the decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in Reed v. Town of Gilbert, 
and other cause, Village Staff have recommended that the Village of Summit sign regulations be 
updated to comply with current laws, regulations and legal interpretations; and 

WHEREAS, the matter has been referred to the Village Plan Commission of the Village 
of Summit for report and recommendation; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Plan commission of the Village of Summit has recommended 
that the existing signage regulations contained in the Village Zoning and Shoreland Protection 
Ordinance be repealed and replaced with new signage regulations in a separate Section of the 
Village Code; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Board finds that this change to the Village Code is not a down 
zoning ordinance because it does not decrease the development density of land and it does not 
reduce the permitted uses of land, and therefore the super-majority requirement of Section 
66.10015, Wisconsin Statutes does not apply to this Ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the Village Board of the Village of Summit, having carefully reviewed the 
recommendation of the Plan Commission of the Village of Summit, having determined that all 
procedural requirements and notice requirements have been satisfied, having given the matter 
due consideration, and having based its determination on the effect of the granting of such 
zoning amendment on the health, safety and welfare of the community, immediate neighborhood 
in which said uses will be located, and having given due consideration to the municipal problems 
involved as well as the impact on the surrounding properties as to noise, dust, smoke and odor, 
and others, hereby determine that the zoning amendment will not violate the spirit or intent of the 
Zoning and Shoreland Protection Code for the Village of Summit, will not be contrary to the 
public health, safety or general welfare· of the Village of Summit, will not be hazardous, harmful, 
noxious, offensive or a nuisance by reason of noise, dust, smoke, odor or other similar factors 
and will not for any other reason cause a substantial adverse effect on the property values and 
general desirability of the neighborhoods as long as the operation is conducted pursuant to the 
following conditions and in strict compliance with the same, and such revisions are consistent 
with the recommendations found in the Village of Summit Comprehensive Plan; and 
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NOW, THEREFORE, the Village Board of the Village of Summit, Waukesha County, 
Wisconsin, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: Chapter 111 of the Village of Summit Village Code entitled, "Zoning and 
Shoreland Protection," Article VII entitled "Signage Regulations" is hereby repealed. 

SECTION 2: Chapter 23 of the Village of Summit Village Code entitled "Signs" is hereby 
created as follows: 

CHAPTER 23 SIGNS 

23-01 PURPOSE AND INTENT 

The intent of this Ordinance is to promote the public health, safety, and welfare by creating 
a framework for a comprehensive and balanced system of signs, and thereby facilitate an 
easy and pleasant communication system between people and their environment. This 
framework will be used by the Village to encourage the use of signs that are aesthetically 
pleasing, of appropriate scale, and integrated with surrounding buildings and landscape, in 
order to meet the Village's expressed desire for quality development. The Village of 
Summit Sign Code has been put together after careful study of the Village's Comprehensive 
Plan, Design Standards, various plans and studies. With this purpose in mind, it is the 
intention of this section to establish standards for the construction, placement, style, size, 
materials, and maintenance of signs, and authorize the use of signs which promote traffic 
safety, community aesthetics, economic development, design creativity, protect property 
values, enable and promote free speech, provide for legibility, and adhere to the standards 
and materials of adopted Design Standards of the Village while preventing clutter and 
blight. 

23-02 COMPLIANCE 

A. No sign shall hereafter be located, erected, moved, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, 
converted or structurally altered without conforming to the provisions of this 
Ordinance. 

B. Any sign displayed or erected which is not authorized by this Section and/or is not in 
compliance with all applicable regulations set forth herein following adoption of this 
Section shall be removed and may be subject to confiscation, unless deemed non­ 
conforming under 23-15 of this Ordinance. In addition to all other available remedies, 
the Village shall have the right to recover from the owner or person placing such sign 
the full cost of removal and disposal of such sign. 
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